
Categorical Exclusions + Section 7

Changes to
Environmental 
Documentation



What’s New?
Categorical Exclusion Forms
Categorical Exclusion Manual
Section 7 Documentation
Bat Programmatic Agreement
Going green 



Why the change?
Produce consistent, project specific documents
Complete reviews to the maximum extent 

practicable (23 CFR 771.105(a))
Timely document processing
Electronic administrative record



What’s Different with CE’s?
 Removed redundant/unnecessary questions

 Used consistent wording of questions

 Blank page template to add pages as needed

 Some questions auto-populate the following responses based on 
answer

 Tool-tips within form to guide you to the information requested

 Bookmarked Sections

 Easy to compile final document with attachments

 New guidance with links 

 Entire document can be completed electronically

 Able to complete documents more clearly and consistently



Alternatives Analysis
 The alternatives analysis is now included as an appendix to the 

document

 Summary of all alternatives considered

 Number of alternatives considered should be commensurate with 
project type and complexity

 Summary of impacts, level of effectiveness in addressing P&N, and 
reasoning for not selecting

 Only the preferred and no-build should be discussed within the CE 
Review

 Describe the alternative, summarize the impacts and clearly 
explain how it effectively meets the P&N versus the no-build



Consistent Language Used Throughout



Removed Unnecessary Questions
 Old CE Checklist

 New CE Review



Allows for Project-Specific Documents



Section 7 Review and Documentation
Review:
 Habitat Assessment Required prior 

to NEPA Approval

 Complete to Maximum Extent 
Practicable

Documentation:
 Deferred activities require

 Justification

 Anticipated Schedule

 Subject to FHWA audit

Justification Examples:

 Seasonal survey time frames 

 Need better defined project footprint or plan set

 Property access issues

 Expedited schedules with funding eligibility deadlines



Other Changes to Section 7:
Bat Programmatic Agreement

 Now includes gray bats

 Updates forms

 Simplified habitat categories

 Updated rate and date options



More User-friendly Forms
 Automatically completes responses 

based on initial answer

 Tool-tips

 Bookmarks

 Add pages as needed

 Compile multiple PDF’s to single 
document

 Send for electronic review and 
signature



New CE Manual
Removed redundant language
 Includes further guidance to complete CE
Provides guidance on how to use PDF tools
Bookmarked



Project Managers
 Straightforward format
 Manual details review for specific questions

 Project Summary
 Environmental Determination
 Environmental Mitigation/Commitments
 Project Termini
 Roadway Conditions and Setting
 Purpose and Need
 Alternative Description and Analysis

 When does my document need to be re-evaluated?



When is it happening?
 Coming soon!

 Training for KYTC will be included with annual EC training 
this fall

 Manual is intended to provide guidance

 If have issues/questions, ask!
 Multi-page form and manual are easily editable

 Adobe Acrobat DC Standard



Questions?
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